
March 10, 2020 
 
Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 
 
Chairman Hall called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All commissioners were present.  
 
Chairman Hall asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  Commissioner Bommersbach noted that he 
would like to give the board an update on the AMC Legislative meeting that he had attended.  With no other additions or 
deletions, Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the agenda with additions.  Commissioner Redland 
seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the minutes of the February 20, 2020 meeting as submitted.  
Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Commissioner Bommersbach then gave an update on the AMC Legislative Conference he attended along with Garry 
Johanson February 26-27th in St. Paul.  They traveled down Tuesday and attended the Mn Rural Counties session on 
Tuesday evening.  Wednesday was spent at the Capitol looking for funding and then at policy workshops.  Thursday, he 
attended a Public Safety Committee meeting where they were addressing issues with 911 staffing, which he found to be 
quite interesting.   
 
Next on the agenda was the 2019 County Feedlot Officer Annual Report.  After some discussion, Commissioner 
Bommersbach made a motion to approve the 2019 County Feedlot Report.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion 
and all voted in favor.  Chairman Hall signed the report.   
 
At 9:30 a.m. Jill Murray, Assessor, addressed the board with regard to the County Board of Appeal and Equalization 
(CBAE) and the need to adopt a Special Board of Appeal and Equalization due to the fact the board did not have a 
certified trained board member by February 1, 2020.   
 
Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to adopt CR 03-10-2020-1, A Resolution to Adopt a Special Board of Appeal and 
Equalization.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and on roll call vote the resolution was adopted 
unanimously.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the Auditor-Treasurer’s Office.   
 
Jill then noted that a resolution would need to be passed to appoint the members of the special board.  Commissioner 
Redland made a motion to adopt CR 03-10-2020-2, A Resolution to Appoint Members of a Special Board.  Commissioner 
Gunderson seconded the motion and on roll call vote the resolution was adopted unanimously.  A copy of the resolution 
is on file in the Auditor-Treasurer’s Office.   
 
The next item on Ms. Murray’s agenda was an abatement for payable years 2018 and 2019 for Kirk and Vicki Strand Et Al 
for a county error that occurred in 1981 where a split of 16 acres from parcel 11-5001001 to 11-5001000 never occurred.  
Jill noted that the split has been done for payable 2020, and the county Abatement Policy only allows for abatement of 
the current year taxes and two prior years.  County Auditor-Treasurer stated this would result in an abatement of taxes 
over the two years of approximately $300.00.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the abatement 
for Kirk and Vicki Strand Et Al.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
The next item brought before the board was a Resolution for Adding to the Committed Election Equipment Fund Balance. 
A/T Hanson noted that a resolution was done before year-end allowing for this, however, at that time an exact amount 
remaining in the election equipment fund was not known, and that is now known, so the additional resolution is 
necessary to state the amount that will be committed.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to adopt CR 03-10-2020-3 
A Resolution for Adding to the Committed Election Equipment Fund Balance, committing another $15,000 to the 
Committed Election Equipment Fund Balance.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and on roll call vote, the 
resolution was adopted unanimously.  A copy of this resolution is on file in the A/T Office.   
 



At 9:47 a.m. Sarah Kjono, NMPH Director, addressed the board regarding her agenda.  The first item of note for Sarah 
was the cancellation of the out of state travel request for Aimee Eggen, stating the conference in Florida had been 
cancelled due to the Coronavirus (COVID-19).   
 
The second item of Director Kjono’s agenda was a Safe Drinking Water for Private Well Users Grant request.  Sarah 
explained that Norman County has the highest arsenic levels in the State of Minnesota and Mahnomen County is also 
very high.  She also explained that if you have had a new well drilled since 2008, you should be able to locate information 
on the MN Dept of Health website to give you a complete report on levels of contaminants that were measured at the 
time of well drilling.  These levels can change over time so Ms. Kjono does recommend that homeowners who have 
private wells have their well water tested every couple of years.  Sarah did note that the grant application notes 
collaboration, health equity and income status as determining factors.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to 
support the application for up to $100,000 in grant dollars for the Arsenic Grant.  Commissioner Redland seconded the 
motion and all voted in favor.   
 
The third item on Director Kjono’s agenda was a COVID-19 update.  Sarah brought up a map showing the locations of 
confirmed cases, noting that as of 9:30 a.m. this morning there were 761 confirmed cases in the US, with 2 confirmed 
cases in Minnesota.  Sarah noted people with confirmed COVID-19 have had mild to severe respiratory illness with 
symptoms of fever, cough and shortness of breath.  Sarah also noted the best ways to protect yourself and community 
from COVID-19 are to wash your hands often with soap and water, don’t touch your face, stay home when you are sick, 
cover your cough and clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces.  She assured the board members that 
MN Public Health community is taking this seriously and planning for cases.   
 
Commissioner Gunderson inquired of Director Kjono as to how the satellite clinic in TV is going?  Sarah noted that it has 
been going well, they have had a couple of WIC Clinics and Family Planning session and it seems that those who have 
been served appreciate the privacy this site offers as well as the fact they do not have to travel quite as far for services.   
 
At 10:08 a.m. Chairman Hall called for a short break.  
 
At 10:13 a.m. Chairman Hall called the meeting back to order with Keith Berndt, Highway Engineer, presenting his 
agenda.  The first thing on Engineer Berndt’s agenda was the City of Ada LRIP project that had been discussed at an 
earlier meeting, and in signing the grant agreement it was noted the resolution for the grant agreement provided by the 
state had a reference to “the bridge project” and this is a road project for Park Street and 2nd Street NW, S.A.P. 054-594-
001.  Therefore, at this time, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to adopt CR 03-10-2020-4 a Resolution of Grant 
Terms and Conditions for S.A.P. 054-594-001.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and on roll call vote the 
resolution was adopted unanimously.  A copy of this resolution is on file in the A/T Office within the Grant Agreement 
document. 
 
Also, in conjunction with this grant agreement, Mr. Berndt, addressed the board with Exhibit C, a Bond Financed Property 
Certification, noting that since the project is using State bond financing, the property is subject to requirements imposed 
by statute, and also that it must remain restricted property for 37.5 years.  After some discussion, Commissioner 
Bommersbach made a motion to approve the Bond Financing Certification.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the 
motion and all voted in favor.  Exhibit C is also a part of the aforementioned Grant Agreement document.   
 
The next item on Engineer Berndt’s agenda was acceptance of the apparent low bid for the Ada to County Line Rail Bed 
Trail Bridge Rehabilitation Project MN DNR Project #001-18-1C.  Keith noted that bids were opened on February 25th and 
they were very happy with the bids received.  The apparent low bidder is M & K Bridge Construction from Walnut Grove, 
Minnesota.  The low bid was 25% below the 2nd low bidder and 37% below the engineers estimate.  Commissioner 
Bommersbach made a motion to accept the low bid from M & K Bridge Construction of $145,081.00 for bridges 3, 4, 5 
and 7.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Engineer Berndt also gave a quick update on the flood outlook for Norman County, noting that the lack of precipitation in 
the last month has helped, and he states the Highway Department will be ready if and when needed.  Keith also noted 
that they will be opening bids for construction projects in March and April, so things are getting busy.  Engineer Berndt 
also noted that he will be traveling to the Twin Cities for Transportation Alliance Day at the Capitol.   



 
Chairman Hall asked if all board members had the opportunity to review the bills.  Commissioner Bommersbach then 
made a motion to approve the bills as presented:   
 
Revenue - $42,965.17  Road & Bridge - $90,571.64 County Building - $16,254.50 
 
County EDA - $15,100.00  Public Health - $11,808.63  Solid Waste - $4,885.06 
 
County Homes - $114.39  Airport Authority - $4,820.50 TOTAL - $186,519.89 
 
Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 10:30 a.m. Garry Johanson, Environmental Services Director, addressed the board with his agenda.  First Garry 
updated the board on a workshop he had attended at the AMC Legislative meeting, along with Commissioner 
Bommersbach, on One Watershed, One Plan.  Garry noted that there are some entities in the State who are functioning 
under this plan, some like Norman County that are working towards the plan, and some that are just beginning to think 
about the process.  The next item on Mr. Johanson’s agenda was the Spring Flood Update and the possible Declaration of 
an Emergency, which Garry said he would discuss in more depth at the next board meeting on the 19th.  Director 
Johanson also noted that April 13-17th is Severe Weather Awareness Week in Minnesota.  He also noted that he has a Sky 
Warn Class set up with Greg Gust of the National Weather Service for April 23rd from 6 to 9 p.m. at the Ada Event Center.   
 
Director Johanson also noted that Emergency Preparedness had recently had their quarterly meeting and discussed the 
COVID-19 issue.  Garry stated that he felt Norman Mahnomen Public Health is doing a terrific job with preparedness and 
the county would be ready if and when coronavirus presents itself in Norman County.  Additionally, Mr. Johanson noted 
that Household Hazardous Waste Collections will be conducted every Saturday from May 2nd to September 19th at the 
Norman County Demolition Landfill.  Glen Visser will be conducting the collections and will be advertising in the future 
along with hours for the collections yet to be set.  The next item on Director Johanson’ agenda was Planning and Zoning, 
noting that Barrick Family Farms LLP will hopefully be attending the April Planning Commission to share information on 
where they are in the process for the planned hog facility to be located in Section 25 of Lockhart Township.   
 
Mr. Johanson also noted he had attended the Norman County Annual Township Meeting on March 6th along with 
Engineer Berndt, Assessor Murray, NMPH Director Kjono, Auditor/Treasurer Hanson, and Commissioner Jacobson.  Garry 
also noted that there are a couple of flood buyouts in the works on the west side of the county and that he has Flood 
Plain maps if anyone is needing to see them.   
 
At 10:55 a.m. James Brue, County Attorney, entered the meeting.  Attorney Brue notified the board that the county has 
hired a new Crime Victim Advocate, Heather Kirby, who has worked for approximately the last five years with the Oregon 
National Guard in a similar capacity.  He is hoping to bring her to the next board meeting to introduce her since he has 
court today shortly after 11:00.  James did note with regard to the NC EDA that was coming in to the meeting following 
him that they need to have new board members appointed by the County Commissioners according to their enabling 
resolution.   
 
At this time, A/T Hanson brought before the board the Contract for Highway Construction for S.A.P. 054-594-001, the 
Park Street and 2nd Street NW in Ada project, with Gladen Construction Inc of Laporte MN.  Commissioner Jacobson made 
a motion to approve the contract for S.A.P. 054-594-001 with Gladen Construction in the amount of $598,466.15.  
Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 11:10 a.m. David Stene, CFO, and Greg Slotten entered the meeting representing the NC EDA.  The first item of 
business was to discuss the membership of the EDA in that Hiliary Chisholm and Jessica Spaeth had resigned from the 
EDA Board.  Greg Slotten has been nominated by the City of Ada to a 6-year term to replace Hiliary Chisholm whose term 
expired in 2019 and Nora Melting has been nominated by the City of Halstad to fill the vacancy created by Jessica Spaeth 
to complete her 4-year term which would expire April 2022.  Also addressed was the reappointment of Karie Kirschbaum 
to a 6-year term as her 2-year term was to expire in April 2020.  After some discussion, Commissioner Redland made a 
motion to approve the aforementioned members to the Norman County Economic Development Association.  



Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Additional discussion was entertained 
regarding the USDA Grant received to create a revolving loan fund for GAP financing for small businesses throughout the 
county and the required match funds for the grant requirements.  Chairman Hall also informed the board that the NC 
EDA had been notified that they had been awarded a $9,500 grant from the NW MN Foundation towards the NC East 
Childcare Project which they had assisted in writing the grant for.   
 
At 11:40 a.m. David Stene, CFO, John Rosenberger, CVSO, and Darren Klimek, Morris Electronics, addressed the board 
with regard to the Barracuda E-mail Security subscription services currently used by the county that is due to expire in 
April.  They brought forward an additional protection provided by Barracuda at this point called Advanced Threat 
Protection that provides in-depth defense against ransomware, malware and advanced cyberattacks.  The basic level 
which we have at this point, and gives protection based on e-mail address, needs to be renewed in April at a cost of 
$1,139.40.  Additionally, we could purchase an advanced level which gives protection based on known back side 
computer signatures.  The additional cost for this advanced protection would be $1,885.20.  After some discussion, 
Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve purchase of the Barracuda Advanced Threat Protection at a cost of 
$1,885.20.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 11:57 a.m. seeing there was no further business before the board, Chairman Hall adjourned the meeting.   
 
 
 
________________________________    ____________________________________ 
Lee Ann Hall, Chairman      Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer 
   


